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= Welcome to the second issue of Animal Action! Judging by 
your response - thousands of letters, competition entries 
plus some brilliant drawings and poems - you really liked 
the first one. Keep them coming in... We all love hearing 
from you. 

If you think you would like to be a member of the Animal 
Action Club - it’s lots of fun - why not sign up yourself or, if 
you are already a member, perhaps you could get a friend 
or relative to join. Anyone who joins or recruits a new 
member using the form on page 29 will receive a surprise 
free gift. The more people 
who join the better! Keep 
up the good work. 
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RICE 


KRISPIES 
KonVERTBIES 


ogs’s Rice pies has 
more cracking goodies for 





vs 


‘ Kindersl ition. 2) 
Animal Action readers. There = WRITE ON ; ef phate) compenean et ae a 
are three wacky Konvertibles Animal Action readers have FUN PAGE : 
to collect from special packs of their say. Get in a tizzy with our testing hangs upside down. A red 


pies. At first they look like a 
miniature packet of your favourite cereal, 
but you can transform them in seconds 
into superdooper vehicles for Snap, 
Crackle and Pop. 

You can amaze your friends with the 
fabulously cool pretend pack that can be 
changed in front of their eyes. Just flick 
the lid off, pop out the top and sides and 
snap your amazing Konvertible into 
action! 

Snap, Crackle and Pop each have their 
own favourite vehicle to whizz along in! 
Snap loves zipping around in his Racing 
Car, Crackle prefers travelling in space 
with his fantastic Konvertible Jet and Pop 
skims over water in his Hovercraft. 

Each model also comes with special 
stickers in bright racing colours. You only 
need to collect six tokens from special 

Packs for one of 
these Konvertibles (+ 20p postage) and 
then you can enjoy some real wacky 
races! But... don’t forget to watch the 
speed limits! 


teasers! squirrel of course! Find out 


14 WORKING WITH more in the latest Animal 
Action creature feature. 
ANIMALS 
We go on the road with RSPCA 
Inspector Amanda Tate. 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 
Busy, busy, busy animal active 
young people do their bit for 
animal welfare. 
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EN i 
24 PET CARE GUIDE 
The RSPCA guide to caring for 
your rabbit. 


> NEWS ROUND UP elier 
Catch up on the latest info on } : 
whales, badgers, cats and 
much, much more. 

SHAGGY DOG STORY 
Meet Woof star Punch and his 
human friends. 

10 IT’S REALLY WILD} 
We go behind the scenes at 
the RSPCA’s fabulous Norfolk 
Wildlife Hospital. 


HAPPY SNAPPERS WHAT’S NEW FOR YOU 


30 FAME AT LAST 
The best poems and pictures 
from our talented readers. 





Check out the winning entries Top tips on the latest animal- 





in the great RSPCA/Dorling friendly wise buys. 
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we 
Really great 
day 


J went on an Animal 
IB Action day that was 
filmed for BBC 
television’s The Really 
Wild Guide to 
Britain. | had a 
really great 
time. We 
saw two 
absolutely 
gorgeous 
seals being 
released back 
into the wild off 
Blakeney Point, 
after they had been 
treated at the RSPCA’s 
Norfolk Wildlife 
Hospital. | would now 
like to spend my whole 
life working with seals. 
It’s horrible that some 
people could actually 
harm these lovely 
creatures. 

Lara Skingsley (11), 
Peterborough 

We're so pleased you had 
a good day Lara! You can 
read all about the ‘Really 
Wild’ day on page 10. 


Recycling it? 

A, t school we are 

learning about the 

environment and 
recycling so | thought 
that | would start 
recycling at home. We 
sorted out our 
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cupboards and found we 
had eight bags full of old 
clothes that we didn’t 
need any more. After a 
week, we had 12 
newspapers, two 
magazines, two big 
plastic bottles 
and four 
aluminium 
cans to 
recycle. 
In a year 
that 
means we 
could 
recycle 624 
newspapers, 
104 magazines, 104 
bottles and 208 cans! 

If everybody tried to 





then we would live in a 
much better 
environment. There are 
lots of places around 
where you can recycle 
any rubbish you would 
usually throw away. So 
please try to recycle your 
rubbish and help to look 
after our world. 

Nicola Butler (13), 
East Dereham, 
Norfolk 


Kitten rescue 

J am writing to tell you 

| how my parents saved 
a six-week-old kitten. It 
was found wandering the 
streets and was in a very 
bad state. They took her 


recycle just a little bit to the vet who said that 


Thank you 


I'd just like to say a 

big ‘thank you’ to X 

the RSPCA for looking 

after our dog Smarty 

who was neglected by 

her previous cruel 

owners. You took her 

in and looked after her until she 
was re-homed with us. 

At first she was trouble, knocking things 
over and taking food. We taught her not to 
by feeding her well and putting things out of 
her reach. She is a wonderful dog. Smarty is 
now || years old but is still very happy and 
active. | love her so much. 

Lauretta Shearer (12), London 


1/October 1994 
2r/October 1994 














she had been badly 
kicked and beaten. The 
RSPCA put up a notice to 
say that a young cat had 
been found, but nobody 
came to claim her. 

In the end my parents 
kept her and 16 years 
later Sooty is a valued 
member of our family. 
Melissa Coombes 
(14), Eastleigh, 
Hampshire 


Pet death 

| am writing this letter 

to help people get 

over their pets dying. | 
know it is very sad as | 
had two hamsters that 
died. The easiest way to 
get over it is to 
remember the happy 
times you and your pet 
had together. It might 
sound hard but it really 
will help. 
Emma Rourke (11), 
Beverley, North 
Humberside 
You're absolutely right 
Emma. Remembering the 
good times does help a lot. 
Also think about your pet’s 
funny habits arid what you 
loved most about it. For 
more tips on how to cope, 
send for a copy of the 
RSPCA’s When your pet 
dies leaflet. Simply send an 
SAE to the supplies 
department at our usual 
address. 











ICL ELC 


Go badger barmy at the RSPCA’s 
Mallydams Wood Study Centre near 
Hastings in East Sussex this autumn by 
going on a trail through the woods with 
RSPCA nature experts. The Badger 
Barmy Animal Action Day on Monday, 24 
October 1994, from 4pm to 10pm, costs 
just £5.00. 

Wildlife watching with an overnight 





stay at Mallydams is also on offer. For just 


£15 you can spend an evening under the 
stars going on a woodland trail to see 
foxes, badgers, moths and other 
creatures of the night. There are two 
nights: Tuesday, 25 October and 
Wednesday, 26 October 1994. 

For further details send an A4 SAE 
to: Education Officer, RSPCA 
Mallydams Wood Study Centre, Peter 
James Lane, Fairlight, Nr Hastings, East 
Sussex TN34 4AH. Or telephone on 
(CLLR: 2 
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FECT HOME 
A fantastic, new cattery has been opened at the 
RSPCA’s Millbrook Animal Centre in Chobham, 
Surrey, for cats who are waiting to find new 
homes. The 34 new pens look like modern 
apartments. Downstairs there is an eating and 
playing area with a scratching post. Upstairs, the 
cats can relax in their own basket, lined with 
fleece. There is enough room for 68 cats in the 
new building. The cattery is part of a £200,000 
scheme that will turn Millbrook into one of the 
most modern animal centres in the country. 


Me ea eee 
the Mallydams woodland 
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A puppy that was dumped when it was just two 
weeks old is alive and well thanks to the 
RSPCA. Mongrel Boris was found lying in a 
gutter in West Drayton in Greater London and 
was taken to the RSPCA’s Slough Clinic for 
emergency care. Manager of the clinic, Lyn 
Lofty, had to keep Boris warm and feed him 
every few hours throughout the night to keep 
him alive. 

After being given first-class care by Lyn and 
her family, Boris grew strong enough to feed 
himself. He has now put on lots of weight and 
has been re-homed with a caring family in 
Buckinghamshire. 


Continued from p 5 
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Night security guards at Marks & 

Spencer in Banbury, Oxfordshire were 

in for a surprise early one morning, 

MiKo en) a CoLP aT oF-Ne) <= 1am (Ua day 

under the shopping trolleys. They rang 2 

RSPCA Chief Inspector Doug 

Davidson, who rushed to the store. At 

first the badger would not move 

because it was so scared. Finally C/Insp Davidson managed to rescue it and 
took it to a vet. The badger had injuries to its back, maybe from a fight with 
another badger. The badger is now recovering at an animal centre in Princes 
Risborough, Buckinghamshire. 


WILD ABOUT WEST 
HATCH 


Growing Up Wild star Terry 
Nutkins took a peek at the 
animal casualties when he 
opened the new buildings at 
the RSPCA’s West Hatch 
Wildlife Hospital near 
Taunton in Somerset. The 
hospital, which now 
contains a new intensive 
care unit, an operating 
theatre, aviaries and pools, 
J ahi will be able to give even 
better care and treatment 
to thousands of injured and 


RSPCA/Colin Carver 
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orphaned wild animals Helping hands: asp 
3 CA wilan: 
every year. with an orphaned fox — assistant Stacy Taylor 
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ee hts 
rescue 


Three orphaned tawny owls have made a good 
recovery after being rescued by RSPGA Inspector 
Guy Harrison. He spotted the three-week-old owls 
by the side of a road in Yeovil, Somerset and took 
them to the RSPGA’s West Hatch Wildlife Hospital 
near Taunton. “Normally, if we see young birds 
stranded on the ground, we leave them until the 
mother finds them. But in this situation, they would 
have been killed if they were left where they 
were,” he said. : 





Hunting ban: The 
Antarctic is now a safe 
haven for whales. 










Planet Earth Pi 


A special whale sanctuary has been created in the 
seas around the Antarctic which bans hunters 
from killing whales for at least the next ten years. 
This is good news. for the many species of whale 
which feed there, some of which have been hunted 
almost to extinction. Although there is currently a 
ban on whaling for profit throughout the world’s 
oceans, some countries, such as Japan and 
Norway, want whaling to start again. 

“The ways used to kill whales are extremely 
cruel,” says RSPCA whale specialist Helen 
McLachlan. “Hopefully this new sanctuary is one 
step towards banning whaling for all time.” 
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From RSPCA 
rescue dog to - 
top television  ~ 
dog Punch has 
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this canine 

cutie became 

a top dog. 





hedgehogs are treated there. Some 
are brought by RSPCA inspectors, 
others by concerned members of the 
public. Hospital staff say you should 
call them if you spot a sick seal on 
the beach, rather than try to help it. 


Our first task at the hospital was to 
show the Really Wild Guide how the 
seals’ fish is prepared - a smelly 
business under Dougie’s direction. 
We weighed the herring and then 
stuffed vitamin tablets under the gills, 
so that the seals could not avoid 
eating them. The smell did not bother 
Richard Hillson (13), who said: “It has 
to be done for the seals to get better 
quickly.” 

Errin Skingsley (9), Graham and 
Nicki went on to the next task of 
preparing food for the baby birds and 
orphans, who would be fed later. 
They had to make up a mixture of 
dried substance, puppy food and 
vitamin supplements. 

Joanne Trickey (7) helped to clean 
the ducklings’ cages in another room. 
The ducklings tried to wriggle out of 
her hands but hospital staff said she 
did very well for a newcomer. 

Dougie then showed the television 
crew and club members how to ring 
a barn owl before release. This barn 
owl had been brought to hospital 
with two broken legs after a car 
accident. Dougie attached a metal 
ring to its foot with an identity 
number, in order to monitor its 
progress. 


Then came the moment we had all 
been waiting for: the feeding of the 
seals. Dougie warned us: “Throw the 
fish into a pool from a height. Seals 
may look cute but they can bite 
fingers off,” he said. Fifteen seals 
were in the outside pool ready to be 
released. We did not stay near the 
pool for too long, as the seals should 
not have too much contact with 
people, as they are wild. 

Our last stop was the orphaned 
birds. We watched as Dougie fed the 


It’s not every day 
that you can help 
out at a wildlife 
hospital, release 
seals into the wild 
and be on 
television as well. 
But Kalpana 
Mehta from 
Animal Action and 
eight Animal 
Action club 
members did just 
that with the 
BBC’s Really Wild 
Guide to Britain... 
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Eventually she jumped in. We saw 
her head bobbing up and down. 
Dougie told us that the seals had tags 


three months before and treated for 
worms and pneumonia at the hospital 
in Norfolk. 

Dougie and Richard, a wildlife 
assistant and veterinary nurse from 
the hospital, followed us with the two 
four-month-old seals on stretchers in 
their dinghy. They release about 60 
seals every year. 


Within a few minutes we arrived at 
the seal colony, about three 
kilometres from the coast. Most of us 
had never seen so many seals in real 
life. ‘| have only ever seen seals in 
other countries or in books. This is 
great,” said Nicki Thomasson (9). 

Tuna dived into the water as soon 
as the strings on the stretcher were 
untied. But Tope sat in her stretcher, 
as if she was happier with us. 


raham Heraty (8) said 

he had to set his 

alarm for 5.30am for 

his trip from 

Peterborough to 
Norfolk, where he was taking part in 
a fun-packed RSPCA Animal Action 
day. He had been chosen, along with 
seven other Animal Action Club 
members, from the Peterborough 
area, to join in the filming of the 
BBC’s Really Wild Guide to Britain at 
the RSPCA’s Norfolk Wildlife 
Hospital in East Winch. 

First exciting stop - a common seal 
colony at Blakeney Point off the 
Norfolk coast. We were met there 
by the Really Wild Guide presenter 
Janice Acquah, who was just as 
excited as us. All wrapped up in life- 
jackets, we sailed out to sea to watch 
the release of Tuna and Tope, two 
grey seals, which had been rescued 


attached to their hind flippers, so that 
the hospital could keep a check on 
them. 

After two hours’ filming, we were 
starving. We had a break for a quick 
picnic lunch. We couldn't take too 
much time off as we had an 
appointment to meet the BBC’s film 
crew at the Norfolk Wildlife Hospital 
in the afternoon. 

At the hospital’s visitors’ centre 
Dougie put on a brilliant slide show. 
We learnt a lot about the different 
kinds of animals treated at the 
hospital. The centre is open from 
1.30pm to 4.00pm seven days a week 
and free to the public. You can call 
the centre on (0733) 555082 or 
(0553) 840045. 

The hospital cares for almost 
4,000 sick and injured wild animals 
each year. All sorts of wild animals 
ranging from seals and badgers to 





All photographs RSPCA/Alban Donohoe 
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tiny blackbirds with the mixture we 
had prepared earlier. He said they 
had to be force-fed because often 
they forgot to eat without their 
parents there to remind them. 

Every year the hospital has to deal 
with lots of fledglings brought in by 
members of the public. The RSPCA 
says that unless the fledglings are in 
immediate danger it is best to leave 
them alone as their parents may be 
nearby waiting to rescue them. 

Sarah Almond (11) summed up the 
day: “I'm really glad | came. The 
whole day has been special. | have 
seen many animals and learnt a lot. | 
think it is great how the hospital 
treats animals and returns them to 
their homes. | hope one day | can 
help.” 

The BBC programme was shown 
on Sunday, 7 August 1994. 
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ODD ONE OUT 
Only two of these animals live in Africa... 
Which is the odd one out? 
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nimal-friendly stars Michaela Strachan 

and Chris Packham waded through 

hundreds of entries to choose 

winners for the RSPCA-backed 
Dorling Kindersley Eyewitness Young Photographic 
Awards. The grand winner was Clare Thomas, |5, 
of Peterlee, Co. Durham whose picture of 
reindeer wins her a fabulous whale watching 
holiday to Canada’s beautiful Pacific coast. 

Young photo snappers entered any one of six 
classes, ranging from ‘farm animals’ to ‘wildlife in 
winter’. Top prizes included special RSPCA animal 
trek holidays, weekend whale and dolphin watching 
trips, and L££££s worth of Eyewitness Guides, the 
colourful, info-packed books from publishers 
Dorling Kindersley. 


ee 
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Tree-mendous: Rebecca Dean, 13, from Weybridge, Surrey 


scooped top prize in the ‘animals around us’ class with this 
photo of a grey squirrel. 


Farming fun: First in the ‘farm animals’ class came this 
picture of goats Bluebelle and Bertie by 10-year-old Leanne 
Massey from Shetland. 








Across 
I Lives in a warren. 


3 World's largest mammal. 


Lives in the sea. 

5 Black and white bear. 

6 See 4 down. 

9 Eats ants for supper. 

10 (and 13 down) BBC 
show presented by Anthea 
Turner, Diane-Louise 
Jordan and Tim Vincent. 
12 Rodent rascal - can be 
red or grey. 

14 Insect eaten by? . 
across. : 

15 Huge animal with a 
trunk. 

17 Bird - rhymes with 
beagle. 

18 Coat for cats, dogs etc. 





Down 

I Initials of world famous 
animal charity. 

2 Lives ina sett. 

4 (and 6 across) What's 
this magazine called? 

7 Number of lives a cat 
has. 

8 Retto ‘switch round 
the letters to make a 
mammal which lives in 
British rivers. 

Il Sea tortoise. 

12 Sluggish creature with 
shell on its back. 

13"See 10 across. 

15 Laid by a hen. 

16 A baby cow. 


ON SAFARI 


Switch round the letters to make ten well- 
known African animals... 


1 ANTHELPE 

2 APLODER 

3 BEARZ 

4 CLEAM 

5 COOSHINERR 
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6 DOORLECCI 

7 LIARLOG 

8 LOIN 

9 SHOUTMAPPPIO 
10 YAHEN 
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Work Experience 
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kindness 




















WALKING WONDERS 


Energetic friends Beth Peake, 8, Evie Calcutt, 6, 
Mary Galcutt, 5, Olivia Taylor, 7, Lois 
Garrintonking, 7, and Tara Wilcox, 8, put on 
their walking shoes to collect an impressive £65 
to help the RSPCA. The group from Moseley in 
| Birmingham walked six kilometres to raise the 

| money. 
| 


Pupils from 
Avenue Middle 
School in 
Norwich 
organised a 
sponsored dog 
walk to boost 
funds for the 
RSPCA. Pupils 
and their 
pooches 
walked ten 
miles to raise 
a terrific 
£706.73. 


Eastern Daily Press 


EXCELLENT 
EMILY 


Emily Manten, 13, from 
Daventry in 
Northamptonshire, 
proved she was animal- 
friendly by raising 
£191.73 for the Society. 


Emily did a sponsored 
fast and sold old toys at a 
car boot sale. Emily is 
pictured with her dog 
Bramble. 











IDEA 


Caring pupils 
from Ashby’s 
Manor House 
School in 
Burton-on- 
Trent donated 
cans of cat and 
dog food to the 
RSPCA. 
Altogether a 
staggering 500 
cans were 
collected by the 
youngsters. 





Brigit Cooke, 9, from Eastbourne in East 
Sussex, baked scrumptious cakes and biscuits 
and sold them to friends and neighbours to 
make £9 for the Society. 

Louisa Pearson, 9, her brother Sam, 8, and 
friend Maddy Corbin, 8, raised £15 from a car 
boot sale. The trio, who come from Lyme Regis 
in Dorset, sold old toys, books and cakes. 

Form 8P from St Wilfrids’ Catholic High 
School in Featherstone, West Yorkshire, were 
so concerned about animal welfare that they 
decided to raise money for the RSPCA. Raffles 
and collections were organised by the pupils 
and a total of £35 was collected. 

Pupils from Grove Park School in Kingsbury, 
London, made Danish pastries, doughnuts and 
biscuits and sold them to their teachers to 
make £77.50 for the RSPCA’s Harmsworth 
Hospital in London. 

Cassie Oswald, 14, from Egham in Surrey, 
took part in a sponsored fun run. Her sporting 
efforts made £17 for the RSPCA. 

Rachel Allen, | 1, and her friends from 
Stourbridge, West Midlands, organised a 
sponsored walk to help animals. The event 
raised £41.40 for their local RSPCA branch. 

Friends Antonia Revill and Amanda Treble, 
both 13, organised a disco at their school, the 
Colne Community School in Brightlingsea, 
Essex. Pupils bopped the night away to help 
raise £133.43 for the RSPCA. 

Fashionable friends Charlotte Greenwood, 
13, and Sarah Harding, |0, from Altrincham in 
Cheshire, held a fashion show and raised £12.80 
for the RSPCA. 





PRODUCTS 
British hedgerow 
and pond 
wildlife jigsaws 
From: Orchard Toys 
Price: £5.25 
5, Available from: All 
good toyshops. For 
further information 
and free catalogue 
telephone 0602 373547 
These two new jigsaws, made of recycled board, are sure 
to have you puzzled! Slot each piece in place and see a 
colourful wildlife picture appear before you. We have 
ten up for grabs. All you have to do is tell us what a 
baby frog is called. Mark your entries: FROG/Animal 
Action. 


Farm Koosh €ritters 

From: Vivid Imaginations Price: £3.99 
Available from: All good toyshops 

Great balls of fun! Go Critter crazy with these new 
Koosh Farm Critters. Based on the popular Koosh ball, 
each one is a cute farm animal. There are six for you to 
collect. Using letters from the word FARMYARD tell us 
what a male sheep is called. The first 50 correct 
entries drawn 


date will win a 
# Koosh Critter. 







“| KOOSH 
| CRITTER/Animal 
Action. 


Published by: Dragon’s World Children’s 
Books Price: £7.95 Available from: All 
good bookshops Explore the countryside with 
these brilliant new nature guides. Have fun building 
a bat box or finding fossils. You'll soon become a 
first class nature detective! There are four to 
choose from - Fossils; Mammals, Insects, and, 
Mushrooms & Fungi. We have six complete 
sets to give away. Solve the anagram 
RAVETOSNNCIO to reveal an environmental 
word. Answers to: NATURE/Animal Action. 
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Spotting a red 


i i squirrel isa 
Sock ‘n° Roll T-shirts and matching ! 
socks . moment to 
From: Artfolio Ltd Price: £13.95 for children at 
(32) and £19.95 for adults (XL) Available . MTT bat 7 
from: Selected shops and by mail order. For " ' are so rare in 


further information 
telephone 031 555 iE Lib parts of 


Tia ea ' Britain. 
Turn into a wild animal thy , ! 

with these fun T-shirts 
and matching socks. You 
can be a terrifying tiger, a 
giant giraffe or a cuddly 
cat! There are lots of 
designs to choose from. 
We have ten T-shirt 
and sock sets to be 
won. Just answer this 
question: The giraffe is 
the tallest living animal 


ed squirrels were once found 
R throughout the nation. But over 
the last 50 years they have 
disappeared from much of England and 
Wales. People are so worried about 
the red squirrel that it was made a 
‘protected’ species in 1981. 

So what happened to the big 
numbers of red squirrels that once 
lived all over the country? No-one 
. r false? Mark knows for TUL SMSO Mo dol 1a LN 

tee e EU) Mel see) Re =r OLR NLU ILa 
areca ja cS e in ( ’ esceee (Lg Cok eV at MTU ACTS Ce 

, 2 a a bs , ' , { MAE) MOR M Liege 


Please state size. 5 
using the food resources. 


Today grey squirrels seem to have 
UCN lana Uy aon mt Medea MoL| 
the red, although they are latecomers 
to this country, introduced from 
America in 1876. 

MU NMaCc heels RAUL Um Ut 
slimmer than the stocky, grey one, 
ELaCc MN InLSLeLOOMG (NAL nCeL\MAe cog 
fur on its ears. It weighs about 300g - 
the equivalent of five Mars bars - while 
the grey one weighs 520g. It is at its 
heaviest in the winter months and 
looses weight in summer, when there 
is a shortage of food. 






© checked for recommended retail price and 
We are not re: Ne 





ay find in your local 














Its short frontilegs.and| longer hind 
legs help it to leap like a frog often up 
to six metres. By using its claws and 
double-jointed hind feet it can go up 
and| down tree trunks easily. One of 
its favourite tricks is to hang upside 
down, or from one leg before 
dropping on an unsuspecting playmate. 
The red’squirrel likes to live in 
woodland. It is just as happy in conifer 
forests as in broad-leaved woodland 
among beech and) oak trees, as long as 
there is. plenty of food, shelter and 
othen:squirrels nearby. 

There arejtwo.different types of 
squirrel nests: dreys and dens. Dreys 
are the most common type of nests 
Eifel tele Ney Morsay (onal ae Me) 
trees. Dens are tree 
hollows, often 
Poy (1g 
from 





























hole- 
Ukersi i 3 
birdsilike 
woodpeckers. The 
Sota AA eRe ol A eLeUuTe RNs 
months in its nest so it needs good 
protection\against the cold. 





le begins by making a platform made of 
woven twigs, collected by using its 
nose, mouth andi front legs. For the 
domed top, it builds a skeleton 
structure with bare twigs and packs it 
out with dead leaves, moss and\bark. 
Once that is done jit collects soft 
material like moss, thistledown, dried 
grass and feathers for the lining of the 










nest. The red 
Rolle Mv ac lefellg 
its home, and) can take up 
to five days to build and 
decorate it. 

Its favourite food is seed from pine 
cones, acorns and beech mast. It will 
also strip the bark of trees to eat the 
else 1oN 





Tec Unni [ico Mtg t=) 
vocabulary. It squeaks, grunts, chirrs 
and squeals, depending on its mood: 
NCW ee em MNOS cas 
playtime. Their parents call out when 
they meet other squirrels or feel 
threatened by humans. 

Li-tp cH =a ol Lam RTO CO OT el MOSUL 
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take place when one invades another’s 
territory, a youngster makes a 
nuisance of itself or several males are 
trying to get the same female’s 
attention. When this happens, the 
victim can lose its toes, ears or even 
Cn cmeLm ly relay A 





Squirrels can mate as early as || 
Crake amr xoLU Laat) OEM aTel 
DOV a LCM EW oleoy aol celto tat 
as the male chases the female around 
the tree, up and across the branches. 
The father may never be seen again. 
During her pregnancy the mother 
Pout eseTR MC cel aa chal oy-19) MKS) 
are born naked, deaf, blind and 
completely helpless. She will look after 
them in her nest until they are about 
seven weeks old when they begin to 
venture from the nest. After that they 
are on their own. Youngsters are 
most likely to die of starvation in the 
first year of their lives. If they survive 
their first birthday, they could live up 
to five years. 

The red squirrel has sharp eyesight 
but it cannot see colours as we see 





























Cig sCMs) (a1 pao) ol eee rela ol 
yellow, as a shade of grey. It also has 
an acute sense of smell, which it uses 
to detect hidden stores of food and 
other squirrels in the neighbourhood. 


Red squirrels have no serious natural 
predators, although they are often 
eaten by domestic cats and pine 
martens in Scotland. Starvation is the 
number one killer. They are also 
prone to disease. In the last 100 years 
many have died from coccidiosis, a 
disease caused by a gut parasite. It is 
very unpleasant and causes a lot of 
pain and suffering. 

The red squirrel’s tale is a sad one 
but efforts are being made to improve 
its chances of survival. Several groups 
around the country are trying to 
improve its living conditions, for 
example, by giving it food where there 
is a shortage, creating suitable habitat 
and controlling the number of grey 
squirrels. 


Kalpana Mehta 
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Caring 


They’re cute and 
cuddly and can be lots 
of fun. But looking 
after rabbits is a big 
responsibility. To be 
happy and healthy they 
need your attention 
every day. 


Choosing a rabbit 


Rabbits come in all shapes, sizes and 
colours. Your best bet is to look for 
young rabbits - between nine and 12 
weeks old - when they are easy to 
handle and tame. You need to make 
sure that any rabbit you choose is in 
tip top condition. Look for rabbits 
with sleek glossy coats, clean ears, 
bright eyes, a healthy appetite, clean 
teeth that are not too long and claws 
which are neither overlong or torn at 
the ends. 

So where do you find rabbits? 
Start off by asking at school. A friend 
or teacher may have some. Ask at 
your local veterinary surgery and 
look for ads in your local newspaper. 
Better still why not try your local 
RSPCA animal centre? 


Rabbits don’t like living on their own 
- they need friends. If you're thinking 
about getting more than one rabbit, 
it’s probably best to buy all females. 
Female rabbits - does - live very well 
together. But male rabbits, called 
bucks, tend to fight. 

Male and female rabbits should be 
kept separately, otherwise you will 
end up with unwanted litters of baby 
rabbits. Does can become pregnant 
as many as ten times a year with up 
to seven ina litter so just think how 
difficult it would be to find them all 
good homes. If you keep them 
together you will have to have the 
male rabbit neutered but ask your vet 
about this. It’s a big operation for 
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your rabbit to go through. Other 
animals such as guinea pigs can be a 
great rabbit's friend. Even dogs and 
cats can get on well with rabbits if 
they are brought up together. 


Special care 


If you have just one rabbit, make sure 
you spend lots of time with it. Stroke 
and talk to it each day so it isn’t 
lonely. Make sure you handle your 
rabbits gently and with care. When 
lifting, try to stop them kicking out as 
this could damage their spine. Never 
pick them up by their ears or scruff 
of the neck. Use both hands and 
cradle them against your body with 
their head over one shoulder. When 
putting rabbits back in their hutch, 
lower them in hind legs first so they 
cannot kick or scratch you. 


Home comforts 


Rabbits need a large, comfortable and 
safe hutch to live in. Many of the 
ready-made hutches that you can buy 


are far too small. If possible, it’s best 
to make your own. Outdoor hutches 
should be at least 150cm x 60cm x 
60cm (for two small or medium-sized 
rabbits). There should be two 
compartments, one for the day with a 
wire mesh door so the rabbit can 
look out and one with a wooden 
door for the sleeping compartment. 
This means the rabbit can be 
protected from the weather and have 
privacy when sleeping. 

The hutch should be on raised 
legs. This protects it from the damp 
and other animals. Good catches are 
also needed on the hutch doors to 
make sure your rabbit cannot escape. 
A rabbit’s home needs to be warm 
and dry. You will need to put down a 
layer of newspaper covered by a 
layer of peat, cat litter or wood 
chippings (about 5cm deep) with a 
deep layer of straw on top so you 
can be sure your rabbit is extra snug. 

When it is very cold it is a good 
idea to take the hutch inside. Just as 
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you protect your rabbit when the 
weather’s cold, you should make sure 
that it doesn’t get too hot in the 
summer. When it’s hot move the 
hutch into the shade and always give 
your rabbits plenty of water. 

Beware of the disease fly-strike 
especially during warm summer 
months. Flies like to lay their eggs in 
faeces-soiled fur, the eggs then hatch 
out and burrow into the rabbit’s skin. 
You must check your rabbit daily to 
ensure the area under its tail is clean. 
Change its bedding at least once a 
week in the summer. If your rabbit 
becomes infested take it to the vet 
immediately. This disease can kill if 
it’s not treated quickly. 


Whether you like it or not, cleaning 
the hutch has to be done. You must 
be willing to clean it out whatever the 
weather. It’s best to remove the wet 
litter and droppings every morning. 
That way you will only need to 


change the floor litter once a week 
and the bedding once a fortnight 
(more often during the summer). 
Don’t throw away the litter and 
bedding - rabbit droppings make 
excellent compost - so you are 
helping the environment too! 


Run around 


Rabbits like nothing better than 
hopping around, digging the earth and 
nibbling the grass all day. In the wild, 
rabbits may cover several miles a day, 
so it is essential that your pet rabbit 
has a large, safe space to exercise. 
You can use your entire garden as an 
enclosure if you feel it is safe enough. 
However, rabbits are fond of digging, 
so your family’s lovely flower bed 
could be ruined! 

A better way is to section off a 
part of your garden and make a 
permanent exercise area. Fencing 
around the run will need to be at 
least a metre high and sunk into the 
ground to stop a rabbit burrowing 
out. You can also site your hutch 
within this enclosure and add a flight 
of steps or a ramp against the hutch 
to allow your rabbits to hop in and 
out as they please. Another option is 
to build a portable exercise run 
which you can move around the 
garden. 
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Rabbits need two good meals a day. 
They are herbivores (plant eaters) 
so a mixture of oats, bran, 
mixed corn, rabbit pellets 
and flaked maize make a 
great breakfast. Add some 
hot water or milk as an extra treat. 
An alternative is wholemeal bread 
(white bread should not be fed) 


mashed up with hot or cold milk. The 


evening meal should be fresh greens 


and vegetables. Hay should also be 
fed daily but make sure it is put ina 
hay rack to keep it fresh. It’s also a 
good idea to keep a mineral lick 
attached to the hutch and water 
must always be available in a drip- 
feed bottle. Spoil your rabbit from 
time to time by giving it a whole 
apple or carrot as a special treat. 


Helpful advice 


You need to be 100 per cent certain 
that you can look after your rabbit 
so think about it very carefully 
before committing yourself. A great 
book to read is the RSPCA pet care 
guide, Care for your Rabbit. Published 
by HarperCollins, you will find it at 
all good book shops, price £3.50. 




















You could also send off for the 
RSPCA’s rabbit booklet. Simply send 
in an A4 SAE to the supplies 
department at our usual address. 


Clare Jefferis 
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today - no traffic and | use 
Caroma MU Mola M ay a 
reading. 


: Ward rounds. 
The main worry today is a 
young Jack Russell terrier 
iat AZM Rolla (254 
injuries following a road 
Flool(e| Urea Mode MeL 
Ere ARS a ZiZ somal Ralole 4 
NMI or Cette TE 
UuareYaraah Melman rT aT lala cole 
the extensive wounds to his 
legs. All for a moment's 
carelessness by his owner. 
Byos MUaeALy eLRoLLT 
CeCe Nat am Lion 

There are 12 stray cats 
in the hospital so an hour 
or two will be spent trying 
to place these in RSPCA 
homes 

LTE aM Sie Mor ool 
Colca oY onT om Xo) EL eolg 
Neer NUT Zr: Uiero)(o) 
on AA eM aLOLSeTR 
mam YI croc = 
Unfortunately we still see 
cases of distemper in spite 
of the fact that a vaccine 
PIR Nama Me ron 





I aS 
operation is on Bella a large 
fat Labrador. She has 
pyometra - pus in the 
Nor MSW RI Ce Tun Col 
last night, put on to a drip 
and now my job is to 
remove the womb. This 
takes an hour and | EV ay. 
SCY Aco NZ eS o1e 
litre of fluid - over to the 
TSA" nro MZ] [ool 
Eclat a2 














i] am The next two 
cases both involve cancer. The 
first is a dog with multiple 
lumps all over its skin. | take 
samples of the lumps and 
yan Ray 
laboratory, which tells me the 
ee RTA ROL aol 
the dog’s body. The other dog 
has lung cancer which shows 
up on X-rays. Neither dog can 
oma aCe MU nolL Lhe ULe| 
we contact the owners with 
the sad news. 


BU e yi Relmet 
outside clinics and spend the 
afternoon with patients and 
their owners. After 30 cases - 
mostly minor problems - it is 
time to get home for an 
{Xela fel MCAT y 
emergency duty starts. 
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of the evening is a dog that 
has skewered himself with a 
Pe oT aa RACs 
Ooo ae Urea soe TON 7 
Tat Mulol SeeUae Xe) om aT 
wound. 
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eR Mb oir ead 
under the throat. Curiously it 
has also been caused by a 
Pica -Men mee aT MIS 
worked its way from the 
aol CMA oM oN Mareen | 
important to be careful when 
throwing sticks for dogs as 
tamer kT Van LKS 
themselves. It is better to 
Calon ae WL Ue <r Colma 
Coley AME eMC) 
CiToNT mitered ETA ee 
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full cycle - another pyometra. | 
Fa MS ae ont 

oR Mela oe Ute etre Ul Map eMc|o}=4 
for an operation to remove 
the womb tomorrow. This is 
EMC ite 10) Mle tS eon 
eM anoM olen oN To aT) 
she is young. Pyometra is 
almost exclusively seen in old 
Cle UM RU eT 
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time to get some rest in case 
[eat aon oe ol Lita 
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SSN) mn kM Og) 
you can't refuse! Chocaholics 
will love to get their teeth into 
these scrummy animal lollipops 
from Thorntons. You can enjoy 
CaM icles ae WT ae eX 
inlet Marella e- Lesley mA olU Lace 
strawberry pig, lime frog and 
banana duck. 

Thorntons are giving away 
vouchers - which can be 
exchanged at your local 
Thorntons’ branch - for these 
three delicious lollies. The first 
200 readers to write in will win. 
Write to: CHOCCY 
SO) Vel Cate mel UTC 
address. 
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Here’s a chance to show that you’re animal- 
friendly! Enter the RSPCA Care Awards. Not only 
will you win Bronze, Silver, Gold and Animal 
Action Award badges, you'll also have fun 
learning about animal welfare too. Here’s what 
you have to do... 





To win your Bronze, Cs rAd 
least seven out of the first nine 
questions and question ten f 
correctly in our Care Award quiz. 
SOc ead for your 
efforts. When you have Cig 
stickers (new or old) in yak Care 
Award record yer ac ahd 
to get your Bronze badge and 
Pere UC eas (ory 


A Silver wilt involve getting 
down to some 8enuine wildlife 
Watching. You'l| need to 
Undertake an animal Project 
Such as clearing 4 pond or 
Studying a wild animal in 
your garden, Or even 
taking an animal study 
Course at an 4Ppproved 
Study centre, Once you 
have received your Silver 
badge and Certificate, 
Only then will we send 
you the details on how 
to go for Gold, 


Clete se 
Send your record rete ares dh 


an SAE (25cm x 30cm) to the 
re Cake) Office at the 
usual RSPCA address. 


Seimei senremerine 











Name 

Address, | 
Age i 

When you have three stickers send your completed Care Award record 

book to: Animal Action Club, RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex 

RHI2 |HG. FOR A REPLY, ENCLOSE A STAMPED SAE. 














All the answers to these questions can be found) in 
this issue of Animal Action. 


| What is a drey? 
a A type of tree 

b A squirrel’s nest 
c A male squirrel 


2 Tuna and Tope are the 
names of: 

a Common seals 

Oa Colmer) 

c Grey seals 


3 Where is RSPCA 
Inspector Amanda Tate 
based? 

a Kent 

b Manchester 

c Winchester 


4 What is a female 
rabbit called? 

a A vixen 

b A queen 

cA doe 


5 What show does Adam 
Roper star in? 

a Miaow 

b Woof 

c Moo 


6 What is West Hatch? 
a A safari park 

b A wildlife hospital 

ey Wir Xeoldi-(el 4 


7 What is fly strike? 
a An unemployed insect 
b Insect spray 

cA disease 


Cadastre Mona Way eN Wan adn US! 
sanctuary? 

a The Mediterranean 

b Gulf of Mexico 

Pe lnale 


9 What animal does actor 
Adam Roper turn into? 

a A dog 

b A parrot 

c A kangaroo 


10 Male and female 
rabbits should not be kept 
together as pets because 





To write to someone on this list, send your letter 
showing the number and the name of the 
penfriend you have chosen to: Penfriends, at our 
usual address. We will then forward your letter. 


She loves reading and roller- 
blading and her favourite 
animals are 
dolphins. Emma will 
reply to everyone 
that writes to her! 
59 Exchange 


$67 Caroline (14) from 
Surrey wants a penfriend with 
a sense of 
humour. She 
enjoys drama, 
swimming and 
music but hates 






Take That! 2 spooky stories 

BS If you're a >" Killian 
Gladiators fan get } (11) from 
in touch with Bristol who loves 


horror books. He 
also enjoys 


Emma (11) from 
Tyne and Wear. 








watching comedies like Red 
Dwarf. He wants to 
hear from | 1-14 year 
olds. 

8 Get scribbling 
to Nichola (10) from 
Hull who is bats(!) 
about bats and birds. 
She collects trolls and 
shells. Her favourite 
film is My Girl. 

87 1 Davina (12) 
lives in Manchester. She 

likes animals and having 

fun and is looking for 
penfriends from anywhere, any 
age. 

2 15-year-old 
Claire from the 
West Midlands < 
loves watching TV 
soaps. She would like 
to hear from male and | 
female penpals aged |] 
15-17. 

73 Parlez-vous 
frangais? Isolde (15) 
from Ireland is looking 
for a French speaking 
penfriend. She’s a bit of a 
chatterbox and wants to be a 
nurse when she’s older. 











Adrian (10) 
from 
Berkshire 
would love a 
friend to 
write to. 
He’s sports 
mad and 
enjoys 
playing 
outdoor 
games, ice hockey and 
swimming. 
875 Write to Emma (13) 
from Staffordshire. She has 
seven guinea pigs and collects 
anything to do 
~)) with 
squirrels. 
She would 
like to hear 
from anyone 
of any age. 
876 Ra! 
Ra! Ra! 
Gemma (10) 
from Kent 
loves cheerleading! She also 
enjoys gymnastics, singing and 
dancing. Drop her a line if 
you're aged 9-12. 


(please delete as applicable) 


I wish te become an 
RSPCA Animal Action 
Club member/ 


lam already an RSPCA 


Animal Action Club 
member 


enclose £4.50/ 


I wish te recruit a friend 
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STU Bolts 
entries, with your 
name, age and 
address on the 
back to: Fame At 
Rea ao aE 
PVs [4) 


address. Make 
Eg tom data iayd 
Ce Rate rte aod 
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p Lott acre -3 
— GIRAFFES aha 
° cogs ° ’ . unable to return 
Send us your animal poems, paintings and drawings and we’ll print a Aneck like a tulip stalk a 





selection of the very best ones in each issue. Make your drawings as colourful 
as possible. Your poems don’t have to rhyme: good blank verse - the stuff 
that doesn’t rhyme - is brilliant... 


Eyes dark and innocent 
Stringy legs 


And spots like leopards ("J Lara 
Head-in-the-air giraffe. an 
Emma Young (13) i 








Naomi Parker (1 







Frog leaping lily to lily, 

Croaking as he goes. 

See him jumping so high, so high, 

Then down into the water below down, down. 
Then he pops back up again, 

Like he was never gone. 


Freya €rowley-Bennett (9) 


Well done to everyone 
who featured in this 
issue’s Fame At Last 
pages. And don’t 
forget to keep your 
entries rolling in - 
because everyone 

‘ Harley Almond (6) featured in this issue 

: and the rest of the 
1994 Fame At Last 
pages will receive a set 
of Yikes! colour crazy 
pencils and erasers 
from Berol Ltd. Each 
set includes Yikes! 
Treads, Triangles and 
Colouring Pencils and 
Yikes! Eraserama. 


yikes: 
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Seinely volta answers ona postcard or on the back 
of a sealed envelope together with your name, 
age and address to: HOME SWEET 
HOME/Animal Action, RSPCA, Causeway, 
Horsham, West Sussex RHII2 IHG. 


The first ten correct answers drawn on the 
closing date will win a’specially selected book. 


Glosing date: 31 October 1994 
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RSPCA/Colin Carver 





